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T r i a d e ;  C o m p l e t i n g  t h e  C _ i t a d e l  o f  E n s c h e d e
f i r s t  p r i z e  e u r o p a n  8  “ e u r o p e a n  u r b a n i t y ”

Enschede is  a  town rooted in  a  h istory ,  which st i l l  great ly  def ines  i ts     Enschede is  a  town rooted in  a  h istory ,  which st i l l  great ly  def ines  i ts     
appearance.  The old  town centre ,  the Egg,  the nineteenth century           
industr ia l  complexes ,  i ts  garden town and the c i tadel  of  the New Town 
with the regional  c iv ic  fac i l i t ies  are  components  of  an exemplary         
h istory  of  European mid-s ized towns,  though speci f ic  and s ingular  in  i ts  
manifestat ion.  A  synergy has  to  be sought  with this  context  so  that  a l l  
attent ion can be put  on establ ishing a  comfortable ,  susta inable  and 
energy ef f ic ient  environment .energy ef f ic ient  environment .

The egg-shaped nucleus  of  Enschede,  the c i ty  heart ,  i s  surrounded by a  
belt  of  publ ic  fac i l i t ies ,  such as  hospita ls ,  schools  and government  
bui ld ings ,  which cater  to  a  regional  scale .  This  C-shaped ‘Ci tadel ’  of  
large dimensioned complexes  ends just  at  the place where the             
Gemeentewerf  begins .  The character  of  the Gemeentewerf  would 
demand for  a  s imi lar  approach in  scale .  Whi le  associat ing with the    
character  of  the Citadel ,  a  ‘Tr iade’  of  three bui ld ing blocks ,  marks  the 
entry  point  a long the cultural  ax is  f rom the northern part  of  Enschede entry  point  a long the cultural  ax is  f rom the northern part  of  Enschede 
toward the c i ty  heart .

A  ‘Ceintuur ’  of  encirc l ing wal ls  on the per iphery  of  the s i te  creates  a  
s i lent  haven in  the centra l  court .  This  court ,  the ‘C i ty  Chamber ’  i s         
def ined in  space by a  heterogeneous f ramework,  a  ‘Passe  Partout ’  of  
low-r ise  and high-r ise  blocks .  The Ceintuur  is  punctuated at  p laces  to  
a l low visual  connect ions  to  the outs ide,  and lett ing green areas             
intertwine with the internal  court .  The ‘Tr iade’  marks  a  momentary  
sense of  pause a long the cultural  route .  The blocks  of  the Tr iade are  set  
back f rom the per iphery  in  order  to  inst igate  cur ios i ty  f rom the          back f rom the per iphery  in  order  to  inst igate  cur ios i ty  f rom the          
outs ide,  as  wel l  as  providing a  distance towards  the exist ing garden 
town vi l las .

The strategic  locat ion of  the project  within  an attract ive  dynamic  l iv ing 
environment  just i f ies  a  project  with  high ambit ion.  The f lex ible  layout  
of  the apartments  which a l low i t  to  be combined and used in  several  
d i f ferent  ways  according to  the var ied l i festy les  of  young career  minded 
indiv iduals  or  couples ,  as  wel l  as  addit ional  features  such as  pat ios  and 
roof  gardens are  a  step towards  fu l f i l l ing this  ambit ion.
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