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AND KUMAL MANMIAR ASSOCIATES, THIS WEEKEND HOME IN ALIBAG

EXEMPLIFIESE HOW ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE DESIGN CAN COME

TOGETHERIN A MEETING OF MINDS, HEARTS, AND SWEET ECCENTRICITY.
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Fvery part of the house
is designed to meet

the landscape haliway.

.q:
i
....._.

o

i
(]

i3]

—¥




e L1

R AW :
_..p.h_____,m.-af _ J..-ﬂ .

WL T 400 2RS0T

Robert
i
the

the way
ijt] and Shefal
| have been

“1 I“t'ﬂ

i
the natural contours of
land.” —Kunal Maniar

IVerr
IBalwan

A

p
=11




CAF THE LG RO BETralEn G

Fan L

WEE MADE'BY FublAl MAMYA L ASESORTES

e

(ALLT OF THE FRFER SFILL GRI THE BICETR™ -"I'E

AT SRCHTESTS SEFALE B AUWERRE KUWAL IAsAR, AND AOBEAT VERRLIT it JE \.4'._‘F=1i. STEPS MADE-FROM =!A'I$T ':'.-'."Jl_‘il‘!:lL TE
R~ IWHIEH HOLDE A IS FDOIT=-TALL BRAES

T HTH

I

i

e

STEND FROWN THE FOMER, FACRMG PAGE. FHE TRMKEN

~ETEEL; PLAINT

A
R, |

miahw;rmm.{mmm i THE TIVEER L O RAED: i

TRE CUTROLRS 1NGTE. 4

WHITE LINER SET AGNNET K EOURRE HHE LOME RECLANED COFFEE 1 ASLE SOTHUNSIEURE

ALL EY TIMOTHY LRATON THE CORTE

WATH A STURRANTG FAGETED SEFTIT TiieT DE

Uy

m..ﬂ =
il




The view from every part of
the house is overwhelmingly
heautiful. We wanted to ensure
that we do not overplay nature. We

chose foliage that does not compete

with the structure.” —Kunal Maniar
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What | deeply admire
about [Kunal Maniar]

is how he responds with
interesting landscaping ideas
that can be seamlessly integrated

inta the architecture,” —Robert Vendjt
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hen wee first visit Ty and Esha Bhopwani's
weekend home in .J'\lil:lat:. they are away
i a trip. Larer in the day, when the ream
catches up with Ty over 2 phene call,
he admirs to acurely missing his per
Labrader, and requests for a candid
picrure of his fur baby. The pampered
caming, |h¢uoh weems 1ow disrracied 1o
face the camera: her artention is divided
berween the iridescent garden skink
slithering o the branches of the resering
brassia in the corner o the lving room,
the posse of showy bareerflies that have
fluttered in o hover over the swimming
ool, and the conspicuous cllqu-: ol
ladybirds ambling arouned the fanasoc
ghass lacade ol the hose,

It's in mioments like thase thar one
canpat belp bot observe how mother
marure asseres her largesse in a profusion
of delightiul mamenrs thraughour
Bhopwani’s 4.5-acre undulating home-
stesd, Every part of the house s designed
o meel the mﬂw.&p-:. halfww ay—a resalue
metaphor, as if, 1o the Ir~|'|-_|:|.a._l.|.L'Lr collab-
erarien berween Shefali Balwand and
Roberr Yernjt of Avchitecrure Brio and
lanedscape architect Kunal Maniar from
Foumal Maniar & Associares, = Roberr and
Shefal are extremely confident archivecs,”
says Mumaar. " This is the firsc vime thar we
colluborated on a proect, and it feels good
that all three of us alwiys worked gowards
the project and not snee towards each
other's ego.” Such frictionless rapporr 1=
UL S5y I Ceme }J}---n-.)r when Ta nf]sca[v_-
dlenrgen dnd architecture me so nvestricably
tied in 3 projeet that has taken neacly five
wears ta complen

|5|10|want's bmet was sumple encugh: o
cxecure a modern ke on a rraditional,
all-white plantation home. The remote
cing the
bay=mnor enly served as o privileged
vintage point but also announced irs
promanence from a distance. "An all-
white house on a hill could alie end
up looking like an enormisus mansion
ﬂ|ur|-i|ing the .wc'.unrr:.'.' SIVE Babacani. “Soic
was inporiane o understand how it will
be perceaved from i distance.” Tosummon

site of the Imuw—amr a bl

a ¢lear relegence poinr, she and Vermjt
worked on several models and deaded 1o
use the subrle white of the Dhrangadhra
limestone for the overall cladding. “We
insaginied a building char would be humble
el riof shy sy from s sem presence,”
savs Vern)t

The land, c
inclines (the entrance o the house sits
more than three merres lower than the
road eurside the gare) presented the firs
af many challenges. As Bhopwan wanted
flar rerrace spaces tor parties and play
areas, the team started by ereating a
rerainieg wall o encompass the raised
rerraces and clepressions. “[ like the way
Robert and Shefali have been extremely
semstrive towards the remeril conrowes of
the land," says Manmiar, “Typically, the
easier way o address such uncvenness is
o Jewel ~.[.up with soil. Bur deplering, soil
b digging one part of the garth o 81l up
anorher is o rather rhuughllcu way o
tresat mother nature,” Fortunately, having
worked on similar r»JpngmphMa carlier,
Verrijt and Balwani were adepr a
tweaking odd contours into interesring
archisecrural intervennons. Forexample,
the stopes Lacing the guest bachieoom and
kitchen have been designied o resemble
inclined eourtvards thar fow inee these
spaces. Upping the enchantment o notch
|1|ghcr, Maniar turned the ¢levanon
outside rhe kitchen into an aromaric
garden filled with fraba {watcthyssop),
curry legwes, alow wera, hasil, rurmeric,
and ainsain (carom),

[eam Brio started by building two
pavilions thar would be placed delicarely
at two straregic points: 4 plarean o hold
the main bedroom, game room, ind g
bedroemes, and a lower leved for the coun-
vard, the mbiniry pool, and the sunken
|1,mg coom. The lateer, wirh irs & thereal,
airy feel af @ chapel, has high ceilings
trussed with steel cables, louvred shuters,
and sherder meral calumne, The deana is
burther heighrened by the way the house
reveals inself rooa visivor, “There was eno-
ugh scope 1o bld a sense of annciparion
and not disclose everyrhing ar once,” says

racierized l‘:'..- ‘-h}l'n‘h anl

Werrijr. Much like inacastle, & maze af
pathways connects the spaces spread aver
different bevels. The panoramic view ol the
bay and the hulls in the dhstance 1 not

revealed when you enrer the gares, or the
LA TE 1.'{"‘_-"& T, 1 £V '\‘|IIII<'I| Yy ey
down e the living rocm, bur anly fully
canfrones you in an “aha” moment when
vl step inte the sit-our near the adge of
the infimiey pool.

W even had a 1|id]\)b'||\; with Kunal
about ereating a lot of dense planting
before we wen into the parkang space.
Whear [ desply admire absout him is haw
hie responds with imterestimg landscaping
wlens thar con be seamlessly inregrared inro
the architecrure—as if it alw s belonged
there. This i ron casy recawse the marerial
he works with i oranic maer thar has
mund of its own, I takes imazing epertise
ro wrchesteare irs presence and growrh.”
The shroud of foliage that enveleps the
warter shide, which lands in rhe children's
pool, is ong such mindbul landseaping
mrerventon that prevents the shde from
betng scem as a jarring addition aganst the
fagade of the hoose,

Simlarly, the amphirheacre seeps co-
desyened Ly Maniar and Bris, which lead
the prelirninary neroducton mo the house,
Before you reach the fover, blends intel-
figent sustiinable design wich a plagful
vibe. "We matde those steps withour using
aiy cement,” saps Mandar, “Tnsread, we
opted for rarnmed sarth. Concereee blocks
were placed en compact seil. and then the
whole arrangement was interspetsed with
pravel oo ensure thar when ic rains warer
pcrmlurux -_'!'ru:il:nl!}-.' The |'>|.11'|rx thart MJE;‘
these steps are strategically planted o
soften the bobd lines of the hardscape, and
the gravel was made by erushing the
remains of the cladding

“When yeuws have a steong line of bold
architeerure, you need o think harder
abour how you are going o app roach the
F lullinl-:' aronnd it says Mlandar, “The
view from cvery part of the house is over-
whelmingly beauriful. 5o, my ream
|Pancharang Paril, Pranjali Dharaskar, and
Tezjas Kache| had to ensure char we do

nut uverplay namire, We chose foliage
that does nor eompete with the slrur-
ture. That's why the seale of leaves is ting.”
Secondly, warer scacciry being a majes
problem in the anea, Maniar opted for a lot
of palmebar us therr smaller leaves trams-
lare inie lesser transpration. “Mestly, we
have indigenous, xerophyvtic rees. such
a5 the narural variery of frangipant —not
the hvbrid ones—hesides a Lot of frui-
|‘.*-'-'Iril1g trees in the Jower reaches, and
Eragrrarl daraniss. ™

The greatese challenge tor Balwanr,
Wernijr, and Maniar acrived i the torm of
the massive boulders that were excavated
ar the site. “Wemsnincovely knew thar
these had re be an invegral pait ol rhe
irchireciure, as such sculprural boulders
are mot easily fownd i all siwes in Alibag,”
says Werrijt, “In particular, what we
hoped for came true. We, far examyple,
troumad ehis obelisk-shaped rock chag s
now placed next ro rthe pool like o
bench.” As these were not accounred fos
in the ongmal design, Bhoprani was -
tally unsure of reraining them. Much
prersuasion Larer, today he considers them
amomng the most interesting fearures of
his property

Bhojwani, wha is passionate about
deails, worked m clese collalaranan w
liraothy Culeon for the home’s interios,
Bumlr on the principles af the brand's
Mable Soals callecnon, which champ-
1oms natural vegetable-dyved [abrics and
reclaimed fimber, the howse celebrares
sumple, faw, and aurhenric marerials
rooted in natural beaury

Far thj'.'-'.lm, suntise is his migic hour.
[T comrlness of dawn, the warmh of the
hirst rays of the sun, and the rustling of the
rall AL 258 x:t']g‘iﬂg the PrOperty s
the sea breewe whspers through it—all
distil inro a moment of unblemished ran-
quillivy. Irs the same breeze char brushes
agamst the snakeskon shed by a nocturmal
visitor under one of the shrubs on the
properry. For Bhopwani, ivs o momen
dehned by the fovs of eo-exisrence when n
i+ easier Lo beligve thar all s well with
the world. as




THE MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES IN THE WORLD
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